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The Unexplained Suffering and Caring the Polltlcs of Knowledge
:Focusing on the recognition movement of victims who have suffered
Covid-19 vaccine side effects
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Abstract

To reconcile the many possibilities of what is and is not a vaccine side effect, the KDCA
has established the COVID-19 Vaccine Safety Committee and created a support system. Causality
was delegated to science, and the uncertainty of scientific knowledge was delegated to the
politics of the support system. However, these practices of the KDCA also revealed the
uncertainty inherent in their own science and expertise. The uncertainty of scientific knowledge
meant that science could not explain what happened to these people, but it also meant that
scientific knowledge could change and be added to through multiple interventions. The
‘uncertainty' of scientific knowledge meant the 'constructiveness' of scientific knowledge, which
became the 'possibility' of hope that my harm would one day be recognized. But leaving it to
science to solve the problem created a time of endless waiting for science. In the process of this
politics of knowledge, victims had to go through a constant process of change and revision of
the scientific knowledge that was supposed to explain their suffering, which in turn caused them
to doubt and skepticize their own experiences and ideas. In order to break through this impasse,
victims shifted the focus of the discussion away from the truth of their harm and toward the
nature of the thing: “vaccine side effects that clearly exist,” even though their scope and
definition are vague. Rather than transparently representing vaccine side effects through sience
knowledge, scientists, citizens, lawyers, and politicians each represented the uncertainty of things
and the limitations of human epistemology. Later, some harms began to be recognized in
administrative proceedings as possible vaccine side effects even they were not officially included,
and the KDCA established a compensation system for “undetermined” deaths, exposing the gap
between concern and fact and creating a new space for this uncertainty to inhabit. In conclusion,
the politics of knowledge and the recognition movement that compensation for COVID-19
vaccine side effects has driven, has not resolved uncertainty and ignorance, but rather established
uncertainty and concern as facts in themselves. The goal of the politics of knowledge has shifted
from factual accuracy to practical ways to reproduce more harm. This study aimed to theorize
the time of waiting for science to produce knowledge, which is supposed to deliberate and
judge these harms, facing the difficulties of scientific proof. In doing so, it demonstrates that
while knowledge takes care of our doubts and confusion, our ignorance also takes care of our
knowledge as it is created and constructed, and this raises alternative possibilities for a world in
which the permeability and interconnectedness of the environment, the blurred boundaries
between matter and body, and the fissures in capitalized science make it difficult to pinpoint a
single, apparent cause in a risk society. In what is often referred to as the age of post-normal
science and conspiracy theories, where the certainty of science is questioned, and the morality
and truthfulness of individuals are also questioned, this research proposes our anxiety, ignorance,
and uncertainty as a ground to lean on without harboring the myth that science and knowledge
can eliminate uncertainty and eliminate complexity.
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