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The protection of cultural heritage and its surrounding environment from various
development pressures is a global issue. This study began with a curiosity about how North
Korea, which shares a history and culture with South Korea for over 5,000 years, resolves
conflicts ~ between  development and  heritage  conservation. The  concept  of
"historic-cultural-environment,” which emerged to protect heritage and its surroundings from
development threats, was emphasized in this study.

As North Korea does not use the term "historic-cultural-environment," the research first
analyzed North Korean legislation to identify the equivalent legal concepts and then analyzed
the changes in historic-cultural-environment-related policies and their implications through the
analysis of the Supreme Leader's speeches and laws. Finally, the study aimed to understand
the current state of heritage conservation management in North Korea through content
analysis of interviews with North Korean defectors and publications.

Through this research, it was confirmed that North Korea has been establishing and
developing legal systems to protect and manage cultural properties, such as monuments and
scenic sites, since its liberation. After Kim Jong-un's regime, North Korea has shown interest
in designating and managing historic-cultural-environmental zones according to international
norms and promoting internationalization.

At the end of 2022, South Korea's Cultural Heritage Administration is promoting the
enactment of the Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment Act, which aims to diagnose the
impact of development on historic-cultural-environments from the planning phase, as part of
the adoption of the World Heritage Impact Assessment System, a globally recommended
system for protecting historic-cultural-environments of world heritage sites. Based on North
Korea's interest in historic-cultural-environmental conservation and South Korea's accumulated
expertise, it is necessary to consider various ways of promoting the exchange and cooperation
on the historic-cultural-environment of the Korean Peninsula.
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