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{Abstract)

This study aimed to understand the collective health damage of residents due
to chronic exposure to environmental pollution caused by a fertilizer factory
located in Hamra-myeon, lksan, Jeollabuk-do as a disaster and derive its path
and characteristics. To this end, discourse institutionalism and chronic
technological disaster were theoretically adopted and a case study was
selected as a methodology. As a result of the study, the following facts were
identified. First, through the case of Jangjeom Village, it was found that
competitions and transformations of social understanding and discussion of
alternatives, so called discourses, through the conflicts among actors in the
path of disaster caused by chronic exposure to environmental pollution led to
offer spaces for «creating opportunities for policy change as a social
composition. The process of occurring a disaster originated from chronic
impacts caused by environmental pollution was socially understood through
practices of actors’ active participation of generating discourses that visually
revealed non-visible environmental pollution and its damage. Second, it was
confirmed that the scope of environmental pollution which was considered to
be institutionally harmless within the social structural context by the way of
combining community vulnerability and environmental pollution overwhelmed
the harmfulness experienced by residents. As this process continued, the
limitations of policy and communication were increased, resulting in the loss
of opportunities to reflect on limitations of institutions including policy
customs and laws. Third, in the case of Jangjeom Village, progress has been
made to relatively improve the existing institutional limitations through
public-private consulting councils and resident health impact surveys. But this
progress has led to reoccur new discourse due to new tensions among
residents of neighboring villages. It was confirmed that the scalability of
non-visible environmental pollution caused by chronic technological disasters
and its uncertainty, which led to continuously restructure actors'
understandings were always working easily to form ongoing conflicts.
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