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ABSTRACT

The local community is often considered a solution to the social polarization and regional

developmental disparities caused by industrialization and urbanization, as well as the deterioration in the
quality of life of local residents due to wvarious conflict situations. Additionally, in recent times,
community restoration is emerging as an important task for overcoming social challenges and reversing
the damage caused by climate change.
Against the backdrop of a growing sense of crisis in relation to climate change and the Earth’ s
ecological limitations, this study examines the formation of urban communities specifically built to
address these aforementioned problems, as well as of energy transition capabilities and the factors
affecting these efforts. Specifically, it examines Seoul’ s transition towns (TTs), which have continued
their activities for at least one year after the end of government support and a combination of
qualitative and quantitative methods was used. Particularly, the degree of local community formation in
TTs was evaluated based on the indicators of community theory. The degree of transition capability
formation was analyzed based on the indicators of transition theory. Based on the results, attempts were
made to derive implications for the spread of urban communities in response to climate crises and
energy problems.

The study consisted of the following steps. First, the degree of formation of urban communities that
were intentionally created with public support and the characteristics of activities in these communities
were identified. Second, the local community was analyzed in detail in terms of local community
formation and transition capability formation. Third, the factors affecting local community formation and
transition capability formation were derived by dividing them into positive and negative factors. Fourth,
by applying a combination of qualitative and quantitative methods, the weaknesses of each research
method were supplemented, and the strengths were reinforced.

Summarizing the research results, local community formation and transition capability formation in TTs
have five major characteristics. First, it is a “manifestation of leadership” : Representatives of TTs
engaged in democratic communication with the residents and shaped the vision of the movement.
Particularly, the town representatives exhibited strategic leadership, servant leadership, inclusive
leadership, and civic awareness to create a better community. Second, it is an “activation of
networks” : The networks in the TTs were created from the relationships among residents, as well as
relationships with a variety of external “actors.” The steady, “high-density” activities in TTs and
the shared community space of residents impacted the activation of networks in towns. Third, it is
“building relationships based on trust” : As experience in town activities accumulated, the residents
started taking pride in their town, trusted the town management, and developed a sense of
interpersonal trust. This relationship of trust was established within TTs because the representatives
managed town finances transparently—unlike the previous management team, which was mired in
corruption and embezzlement—thereby alleviating distrust in residents and raising their expectations.

Specific actions taken by representatives to build trust among residents were also crucial in this context.



Fourth, it is the “spread of the local community” : The TTs considered in this study passed on their
knowledge and experiences to other towns, encouraging them to replicate this model. Various
promotional activities were also conducted so that more residents could participate in the TT movement.
Furthermore, a “translation” occurred, in which the performance of TTs affected the mainstream
regime or transformed the entire region into a caring community. It was the older TTs that had the
biggest impact on the “replication” and “scaling-up” of TTs. As new TTs received inspiration from
the older TTs, they became more motivated to set goals for their activities and sought information and
know-how from the older TT representatives. Furthermore, it was the leadership and vision of the TT
representatives that resulted in the  “translation.”  Fifth, it involves “strengthened resident
initiatives” : Various education and training programs were conducted in TTs to develop the “main
agents” for the TT movement, which resulted in the formation of core actors and town organizations,
developing into general cooperation. In achieving strengthened resident initiatives in TTs, some measures
proved particularly effective: providing compensation for energy conservation and low-carbon activities,
enhancing and strengthening the town’s reputation, and formulating strategies to develop the initiatives
of residents.

Based on the results, we propose the following implications and suggestions regarding the formation and
spread of the local community in response to urban crises. First, the results emphasize the importance
of “local community activation” , which is the process of strengthening the various elements of the
local community and the contents they create (Kim, 2013: 23, 28). Local community activation implies
the expansion of relationships and the diversification of key individuals in the networks. Additionally, the
activated local community, as a niche, impacts the existing regime and becomes “the soil” that not
only forms the main agent but also nurtures it. Furthermore, it serves as a foundation for supporting
the TT movement and affirms achievements. Second, it is necessary to consider the characteristics of
the local community to promote an affinity network for building trust among residents. Particularly, it
was found that it is more effective to focus on the instrumental support relationship when the
community formation period is short, and on the emotional support relationship when the community
formation period is long. Such support relationships are necessary for improving the density and
activeness of the affinity network. Ways of enhancing the affinity network in terms of instrumental
support relationships include operating town projects and budgets, along with encouraging activities such
as a mural project or town clean-up in which many residents can collaborate, cultivating a vegetable
garden, and organizing a town festival. Ways of enhancing the affinity network in terms of emotional
support relationships include creating a membership system or volunteer groups to take care of
residents facing any sort of difficulty, thereby enabling them to discover the path that the community
needs to select for the future and work towards achieving it, as well as improving solidarity and
bonding. Third, in order for residents to grow as agents of the TT movement, their participation in
learning and community activities should become more proactive. This is because successful energy
transition requires not only participation in public support programs but also citizens’ awareness. As

such, the results suggest that the learning process for the residents for their growth and development



should be implemented meticulously, the vision of the representatives must be shared with the residents,
and discussions should take place continuously. Furthermore, various town activities in which residents
can participate should be maintained, along with efforts to increase contact points among residents.
Fourth, maintenance is an important issue in addition to the formation of local communities in the case
of TTs. To maintain the community—which was difficult to form in the first place, as it took three
years to create—it is necessary to provide “budget support for community activities,”  “consulting
support for key successors,” and “learning opportunities for residents” on an ongoing basis so that
community activities can continue even after government support for TTs ceases. Fifth, it is also a
major task for TTs to develop into a model that promotes energy transition at the local community
level, rather than remaining at the individual level. This means that the role of TTs should be modified
in a model to extend the scope of activities to the outside world, increase the number of participants,
and promote the energy transition of the local community.

This study examined whether a local community can be developed in a city to overcome the crises
faced by modern industrialized society, and explored the factors necessary for the stable formation of
the urban local community, centered on the public interest agenda of overcoming environmental crises.
This study is significant as it derived the meaning of local community activation, as well as policy
implications for the spread of local communities. Furthermore, although previous studies on the local
community focus mainly on qualitative research, this study is methodologically crucial as it draws
conclusions and implications by comparing, linking, and interpreting both qualitative and quantitative

research results.
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