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(Abstract)

The potential of ecological restoration includes not only the reconstruction of the
physical environment but also the restoration of the relationship between humans
and nonhumans. In order for the sustainable restored ecosystem, a 'relationality’ must
be formed that considers the interaction and circulation between humans and
nonhumans. Human-nonhuman relationships place humans as members of
ecosystems, and the conservation of the ecosystem can be sustained when these
relationships are maintained. In order to effectively restore and conserve the habitat
for cranes, social and cultural awareness to promote coexistence with cranes as well
as knowledge about the ecological characteristics of cranes and technology to make
the environment necessary for habitation are required. In this study, I explored the
perception of Red-crowned Cranes in the past through literature and works of art
and collected the recognition that will be the basis for coexistence with cranes by
reviewing the patterns cut off and handed down to these days.

Although the strong symbolism of the Red-crowned Crane seems to be derived
from the appearance and ecological characteristics of the species, in terms of
culture, Red-crowned Crane tends to be consumed as a symbol rather than
recognized as wildlife. The area where knowledge about the ecology of cranes was
utilized was only in cases where the purpose of cranes was breeding and materials
for food or crafts. However, while Red-crowned Cranes have been valued in East
Asian cultures, Japan threatened the population by hunting to present them, but on
the Korean Peninsula, love and respect for cranes have had the effect of protecting
them.

The appearance of a Red-crowned Crane living in seclusion in a valley away
from people is like a hermit who maintains nobility without being attached to the
world. This is the ecological characteristic of cranes, and it is the minimum
condition that humans must observe in order to coexist with cranes. The symbol of
longevity is the same. These days, where survival has become difficult due to rapid
changes in habitat, it has become difficult for cranes to live as long as in the past.
As human life expectancy has increased, we will no longer admire longevity by
looking at cranes, but it is a tragedy that an animal with a long natural lifespan,
which was once a symbol of longevity, cannot live its life.

On the other hand, although it seems that the ancestors clearly distinguished the
Red-crowned Crane, the stork, the egret, and the cygnus. there is also a possibility
that there was confusion in the area where they could not find the species. Songhak
(Pine tree and Red-crowned Crane) symbolizes longevity, but there were actually
white birds perched on pine trees. In other words, if you did not learn the
difference by watching cranes, storks, and egrets, egrets or storks may have been the
‘Songhak’ that only heard in words. In addition, the distribution of regions where the
word ‘Hak (#) was included in the place name in the past appeared similar to the
migratory route of the cranes, but it is necessary to additionally review the origin
and habitat environment of each place name.

These days, the recognition of 'Hak' is weakened, and the status of 'natural
monument and 'endangered species' tends to explain the Red-crowned Crane, but as
the crane and ‘Hak are very familiar names to the public through various stories
and fables. With a bit of effort to raise awareness, it can be effectively used as a
flagship species.
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In this study, the points to be considered in order to live with cranes were
drawn by examining the symbolism. The longing for flying birds is fundamental. Just
as our ancestors saw the traces of the gods from the cranes, we can meet the old
cranes as long as the cranes’ habitats are protected. Just as the ancient people who
discovered the beauty and humanity of cranes in the heavenly world believed that
cranes connected the human realm and the fairyland, if the birds that connect this
land and that land through the sky are recognized as precious and mysterious beings,
then it would not be impossible to meet the fairyland on this earth as well. It is
time to see birds again through the crane, a symbol of long auspiciousness.
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